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SUBJECT: VISIT OF FRENCH PRESIDENT POMPIDOU TO TEHRAN 
REF: (A) TEHRAN 6597; (B) TEHRAN 6637 

1. IMPORTANCE ATTACHED BY GOVERNMENT OF IRAN TO SHORT VISIT 
TO TEHRAN BY FRENCH PRESIDENT POMPIDOU ON SEPTEMBER 17 WAS 
REFLECTED IN HEAVY MEDIA PLAY ACCORDED TO IT. THE SHAH 

HAD AN HOUR-LONG CONVERSATION WITH POMPIDOU FOLLOWING WHICH 
HE GAVE A BANQUET IN HONOR OF THE FRENCH CHIEF OF STATE. 

TOP IRANIAN OFFICIALS, INCLUDING PRIME MINISTER HOVEYDA AND 
COURT MINISTER ALAM ATTENDED AS WELL AS FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER 
JOBERT. A SECOND CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE SHAH AND POMPIDOU 
FOLLOWING THE BANQUET WAS UNSCHEDULED, ACCORDING TO FRENCH 
EMBASSY SOURCES. 

2. IN HIS WELCOMING SPEECH, THE SHAH TOLD THE FRENCH LEADER 
THAT IRAN WISHED TO DEVELOP ITS TECHNICAL, COMMERCIAL, IN- 
DUSTRIAL AND CULTURAL TIES WITH FRANCE. HIM DWELT AT SOME 
LENGTH ON THE SIMILARITY OF ATTITUDES AND OUTLOOKS SHARED 
BY IRAN AND FRANCE. IRAN WAS READY TO WELCOME WITH OPEN 
ARMS IRANIAN-FRENCH CULTURAL COOPERATION. 

3. IN HIS RESPONSE POMPIDOU ASSURED THE IRANIAN MONARCH OF 
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FRANCE WOULD DO ALL IT COULD TO PARTICIPATE MORE FULLY IN 
IRAN'S "PRODIGIOUS" DEVELOPMENT. IRAN WAS A GREAT COUNTRY 
ENGAGED IN RAPID MODERNIZATION WHOSE INCREASING IMPORTANCE 
IN THE WORLD WAS RECOGNIZED IN IRAN’S PARTICIPATION IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR CONTROL AND SUPERVISION IN 
VIET-NAM. 

4. COMMENT: THE SIGNS WE HAVE SO FAR INDICATE THAT THE 
POMPIDOU VISIT ALTHOUGH VERY SHORT IS CONSIDERED A SUCCESS 
BY THE IRANIANS. COURT MINISTER ALAM TOLD THE AMBASSADOR 
THAT THE SHAH WAS PLEASED WITH THE CONVERSATIONS (REFTEL B). 
ANOTHER INDICATOR IS A LONG COMMENTARY IN SEMI-OFFICIAL KAYHAN 
WHICH REGRETS THAT OVER THE PAST DECADE FRANCO-IRANIAN RELATIONS 
HAVE SOMEWHAT LANGUISHED. BUT THE POMPIDOU VISIT WAS SEEN AS 
CREATING AN ATMOSPHERE CONDUCIVE TO GREATER TIES IN THE FUTURE. 
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